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TheDisabled Ramblerg&\ccess Campaigning Report 2019

In addition to running rambles, volunteer members of the Disabled Ramblers campaign for
improved access to the countryside. This work has been going on singeot@was

formed in 1998and, sadly, much still needs to be done to raise awareness of mathat

have been put, and continue to be put in the way of legitimate users of our Public Rights

of Way network Several committee members represent the Disabled Ramblers at a national
level while many other members do so in their local area. We thiaek all for their time

and expertise.

Although our volunteers give their time freely, the Disabled Ramblers do offer to cover
expenses incurred in this work even though it is a big use of our limited funds.
All donations welcome!

Some examples of our wik in 2019

Firstly, we must thank alluw Ramble Leadensho work closely witihand Managers
Ownersto ensure their rambles are viable and any obstructions removed. ORangers or
Wardensaccompany us on our rambles which raises their awareness of the capabilities of
our members.

Our Leaders in 2019 were:

Judy & Bernard Cunningham,

Val Rawlings & Bob McLellan,
Paula Brunt,

Steve Wilson,

Linda Rivers,

Gordon Guest,

James BabingtonrSith,

Lucy Savage & John Birminghamnd
lan Preddy

Preparing for the 2020 rambleduring 2019were:

Arthur Lee,

Hugh & Jill Williamson,

Judy & Bernard Cunningham,
Mark & Bee de Rivaz and
Paula & Pete Brunt
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Arthur Leerepresents the DisableBamblerson many national and local committees and
working groups. These include:

bl GdzNF £ 9y 3flyRQA Dbl A2yl
Outdoors for All working group;

{1 {¢w! b{ Weprojecka F2NJ ! f f
MOD Access Forum;

National Access Forum Wales;

Rights of Way Review Committee;

Motor Vehicles Working Group;

Malvern Hills AQIB Joint Advisory Committee;
Herefordshire Local Access fon chairman;
Herefordshire Ramblers chairman;

Hereford Ramblers secretary

Arthur Leeinstructinga
memberof Natral England's
staff in the use of his Tramp
at the National Land Acces:
Centre

I O S BT TSR Sy

SUSTRANGhief Executive Xavier Brice (in red ¢
at a 'Paths for Aflneeting Birminghanas auser
group member from The Canals & Rivers Trust
of some of themprovement works being carrie
out on the canal network

Barriers along the canal in Readi
will be removed soon thanks to lo
pressure fronMargaret Pawson
and theSUSTRANS 'Paths for A
Project
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Tom Bindofforiginally came up with the idea ofNational Land Access Centamd this

was established at the Aston Rowant National Nature Resepaning in September

2018. The Centre has excellent suppfmam the team ofManagers and dunteersat the
Reserve anfllatural EnglandHeadquarters stafind has hosted visits from sewatigroups
during 2019 includin@he National Trust, Forestry England and the England Coastal Path
team. Tom has long been a championAgcess for Allo the countryside and, together

with Chris Beney, Chair of the working group which has carried out revisions of the British
Standard for Gaps, Gates and Stiles (BS 5709), hd&rmainingcourses at the Centre
showing how the principle of using th I 4 & wS & i NA O A &h® prhctidé.m2 y Q
addition, Tom and Chris (who is also Chairmafithe Open Spaces Sociehgve run courses
off-site during the year including a presentation at the annual conference dfithréh
Cotswolds AONB Voluntgx Wardens The Centre aims to demonstrate whaest practice

in relation toAccess for Allooks like. Most of the gates have been provided Ggntrewire

Ltd, the company which manufactures many of the accessible gates we find in the
countryside. TheCentre will be able to test new and improved gate designs and aims to
contribute to a general improvement in access across the whole UK.

Arthur Lee& Tom Bindoff advisind.ord Blencatha, Deputy chairman of Natural England
at the National Land Access Centre
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lan Lawsorfocuses on access in tiNorth York Moors National Parkvhere he is a
memberof the NPAR Disability Advisory Groudobbying for an increased budget for
maintaining the 6 easy accegathsthat the park has. He has also challengedi®Aover
their Business Plan 2012021 commitment, to increase easy access routes by 5 km every
year, which they have failed to honodue to a lack of budget.

Early in 2019 lan spent a lot of tindentifying routes and potential locations fdrampers
for public use in the National Park and now there are Trampers for hire $utton Bank
Visitor Centre and thé&lational Trust at Ravescar.

A lage project larworked on wasssisting angiromoting theLard of Iron project This
includedavideo of a Trampegoingaround theWest Kins in Rosedaleand still photos of a
Tramper on the neviionInnto East Kns easy accegsath, to go into their Out & About
2020"magazine and website.

lan checking out the new-#nile ramble from the Lion Inn on
Blakey Ridge to the East Kilns above Rosedale Abbey

In other work, lamraisesconcerns over maintenance and safety issues on easy access and
other accessible routesie also attended meetings and lobbied those involved over the
Cinder Track restoratiomnd theForge Valley Board walk restoration

In the last year to 18 monthanhas contacted2 water boards who both responded
positively byinstalling accessible gates, removed steps and laidiwbwalks around 2
reservoirs.

LIy aMymessage to DR members is simpbtentact, then assist National Parks and

your local authoriies to take accessibility more seriouslgll public bodies have a Biic

Sector Equality Duty tqQ ¥ public authority must...advance equality of opportunity

between persons who share a relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not

share it"(section 149 Equality A&)I am willing to bet that, if you ask them, most local

authority officers are completely unaware thieir legal dutyi 2 G0 KS RAalof SR 02Y
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Steve Wilsoris our Regional Rep for Cornwall. In addition, Steve is chairman of the

Cornwall Rolling Rambless { 1 S@SQa | O0S&aa ¢2N] Ay [ 2Nysl tf
meeting a month. He regularly meets witornwall County Councdtaff where he is a

member d their Countryside Access Forum

Site meetings wittNatural England, Cornwall C C, the National Traistl others in 2019
have included

1 advising on improving the path between Gylingvas&wanpool beaches near
Falmouth,

1 abridge at Marazion and path impvements

1 anew bridge at Godrevy for tiengland Coast Path

1 checking out the accessibility of the groundsTaeébah Gardens

As partof WAGs(Dartmoor Wheelchair Access group), he has been involved in finding
accessible routes on Dartmoor, particularly for use in the Dartmoor walking Festival.

Main projects with theNational Trustthis year havdocused aroundPenrose Godrevy,
Trelissickand North Cliffs near Tehidy Country Pavkth at least one site visit to each.

Access work by the National Truat North Cliffs Many thanks to them

After Before
After

Old gate removed and path rebuilt
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Marian & Barry Andrewsmet with Tony Blackledg&reenspacefficer for Cheshire
West and Chester Cound discuss access at the Weaver Parkway. Tony was keen to
identify where &cess could be improved which theid by rambling round the Parkway
with him in August. As a result, a broken Radar padlock was reptatene gate and a
short piece of access path was ated to link a track to a Rad&ey operated lssing gate.

News of the improvementsappeared on the council websitndin thelocal paper:

https://www.yourwestcheshire.co.uk/NewsArticle/%7B65B2FQ8BA4B12B7EC7/596DB9153F3%7D

In SeptembeMarian & Barryattempted to ramble thesevenrmile circular Alwen Trail near
Cerrigydrudion ilNorth Wales only to be thwarted after 4 miles by two kissing gates with
Radar key locks that were totally inoperabléney contactedVelsh Water who promote

the trail, who in turn contactedNatural Resources WalesNRWpromptly sent out a team

to replace thdocksandwhenMarian& Barryrevisited the trail in October all gas were
accessible.
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Val Rawlings and Bob McLellare our Regional Reps for Hampshire and Sussex.

Recently a new bridgeas installed
over theLymingtonRiverin Roydon
Woods Natue Reserve nr Lymington
Hampshire Unfortunately, the gap
between the bridge and the ground hajg
not been finished properly. As you can®s
see, a few rocks have been inserted tc
try to fill the gap but it is still too
dangerous for most scooter users to

\

section of path with a dangerous edgeg
Val and Botare now in the process of ™ o
contacting the ownerso ask for this to *

be rectified.

At Rye HarbourVal & Bothad ameetingwith James Duncan &ussex Wildlife Trudbr a
reccy ramble to assesdtifvassuitable fora DR ramble later in the summef 2019 There
was a god result andaramblewasarranged

Not all work out though. Aeccy atWoods Mill Nature ReserveNest Sussergain with
James Duncargussex Wildlife Trustound on completion ofreccy hat this venue wasn't
suitable for a DR ramble as it was not large enough.

Val & Bob had several meetings in 2019 with Nev Forest National Park Authoritgtaff:

They met with Adam Vaselew ForestNational Park Access Ranger, Gareth Owen
Interpretation & Outreach Officer NFNPA a8dzi ShillingCommunications Assistant t
discuss accessible routes in tNew Forestand offered to help in any way thegan with
historic routes.

Again meeting with Adam VaseySzi Shillingrecording the routeon camerathey
checked a 3-mile accessible route for inclusion #iles without Stile<information for
visitors to theNew Forest

After areccy ofRockford Commoiin the New Forestit is now planned to repeat the route
with GarethOwenwhile it is videoed.

For theNew Forest Walking FestivalVal & Bob ran two rambles which were well supported
by members of the Disabled Ramblers.
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Val & Bob also do a lot of work with tis®uth Downs National Park

For theSouth DownsNational Park Wiiles without Stile<® Heathlands Reunite@
schemes, they metBeth Nicholls, Heathlands Reunited Communities Outreach Officer,
South Downs NP#r areccy ramble to assess route suitability for disabled and possible
inclusioninla A f Sa ¢S aEcKemez { G A f

Val Bob & David Leadbettérad a neetingwith South Downs NPA photographer Sam
Moore atthe request of Rebecca Saunders, Communications Officer, SiDNiBsesshe
suitability ofaroute for inclusion intdMiles without Stile<project and give advice on any
improvements neededThe route was very good arbpefullythe DisabledRamblerswill
feature on yet another leaflet published by tl$suth Downs National Park Authority .

Chris Southwoodsin discussion with £€onservation Officer frorheiestershireand
Rutland Wildlife Trustabout improving access to more of their reserves. Sadly, the weather
got inthe way of theirfirst plannedmeetingwhich has now been put back until spring.

Chris saygjYour reportwillb S | KSf LJFdzf | RRAGAZ2Y (2 GK RA &
something positive to say for 2020

Judy & Bernard Cunninghaate working withwarwickshire Wildlife Trusat Brandon

Marsh near Coventry where they have surveyed a new area of the sitésfeuitability to

KF@S | ¢NJ YLISNI NRdzi So ¢tKSe IINBX laaAradogAay3a gA
hopes to have a Tramper in place this year.

Nicola Westis on the consultation group for thA417 missing link projedfdualling the
section aroundhe Air Balloon pub and Crickley Hill in fietswolds AONB and through
this, is now amember of theGloucestershire LA A O Thegwe® vedy pleased to have
a disabled rambler on board and I'm hoping that I'll be able to make some useful
contributions£

Simon Burrhas met withWiltshire Wildlife Trustand they have agreed to replace the
two standard wooden kissing gates in Smallbrook MeadowsamWster, Wiltshire, with
Large Mobility (RADABNes in 2020.
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Ron & Chris Lyoare our Regional Reps for Cumbria. Thiepn localaccessorumsto
improve acces#or all: the Cumbria and the Lakes Local Access Fo(@ALLARNd the
Warcop M.O.Dshooting range access liaison grolipey have dvisedNorth Pennines
AONBon possible ways to develop better access in general.

Somelake District National Park Authoritsangershave beerdtrainedto usetheir eyes to
recognise access problems such aswalys camber and ruts on tracks

Ron & Chris advidecalNational Trust siteson how they canmproveaccess on existing

paths.

Working with theConiston Coppermines Development Projean informative leaflehas

been produced showing the Disabled Ramblers categories of difficulty and advising on which

type of scooter wilbe safe to use on the various routes around the site.

These are walking trails. There is

no access for vehicles. You'll need
walking boots, outdoor clothing and
waterproofs. The trail maps are not
a substitute for an Ordnance Survey
map, so it is recommended you take
‘OS Explorer Map OL 6, English
Lakes, South West’ on to the fells.

The Miner’s Lives trail is a Category
2+ Disabled Ramble, best suited

to scooters and some power chairs
rather than manual wheelchairs
because of the short but steep climb
to the old station.

The Introducing Coppermines Valley
trail is mostly a Category 3 Disabled

Ramble, suitable for a powerful,
robust off-road power chair.

An alternative return route from
Stop 3 is not accessible because of
the nature of the track. Whilst the
surface of the route is good, the long
and sometimes steep climb will be
beyond the battery capacity of many
mobility scooters.

The Land of Power and Ore trail is
not accessible because of the nature
of the track.

For more information about
accessible walks, visit
disabledramblers.co.uk

Route information from the Coppermines leafle

Ron & Chris have been workingth the Morecambe Bay Partnershifor some yearso
advise ompossible Tramper routes. This project has now gone live and some routes have

been established with Tramper hire points.
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Eileen Scannelln 2015, Worked WItl’Paul Clarkl;he Chairman of théorth Cotswold
Voluntary Wardensto open S s , ,
up a 9mile accessible rambleg
from Winchcombe in the  §
Cotswolds. It has taken four
years to come to fruition
involving four new gates, a
bridge and landowner
permission for new acces
through a hedgelt was
finally opened to the public
in June 2019Several
members took part in the
inaugural ramble and
subsequent filming

Elleen (Ieft) Wlth Paul (|n higtviz) on our
Winchcombe Regional Ramble in 2015

Andy Jaynes during BBC filminfithe new 9mile easy access ramble at Winchcomb:
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Gordon Guests ourRegional Rep for Devand is involved with numerous access issues
in the area In 2017, Gordon was invitddy Wessex Wateto report on improvements
needed to make the path arour@dlatworthy Reservoiaccessible. Over the last two years
they first improved the fords and now have fpassed them with wide bridges. They
brought in diggers to level off the parts of the route and removed a length of eevess
slope. Gates and t#e grids have been removed.

Following several site visits with manager<tihton Estateso PebblebedHeaths and
Woodbury Common(Near Exmouth)access has been improved from their car pdks

cutting gaps into the surrounding bdeand improvements made to make it possible to

reach the IrorAge Fort. Further visits and improvements are planned for the coming years.

Killerton House NT to Broadclyst cycle paiffhere is a good scooter and cycle patmiro
Killerton House to Broaddy; part of it is on local roads$dowever, here was no drop kerb

onto the road section. After several years@brdonaskingin 2019 adrop kerbwas

installed making the route a good level 1 or 2 for mobility scooters and fully accessible along
its entire length.

Devon CountyCouncil(DCCjootpathsdepartmentwere doing some upgrade work on the
TARKA Trail and Granite Way road junctions. This National Cycle Network (NCN)

Route 27 the complete 10znile route ofwhichruns between llifracombe on the north

Devon coast to Plymouth on the south coast. The trail is an old railwgybmea tarmac

cycle path. At places, the cycle path crosses roads. At these junctions DCC were installing
new chicanes to slow cycles but mksel to know sizes for scooters and space for visibility
splays. As a result of site viditg Gordorthey were doing a redesign so that Tramper type
scooters could easily get through the chicane and have plenty of space to wait off the road
until safe tocross.

Bellever Forest, Postbridge Dartmo@jointly managed byartmoor National Park and
Forestry Englandwhat was the~orestry Commission) During 2019, some work was
undertaken to improve mobilitycooter access. This was helptwit substantiallymore

needs to be doneparticularly as Postbridge and Bellever are high volume tourist locations.
Both locations have car parks and toilets and are at either end of the forest. There are
extensive walking trails advertised on Forestry England Websitee Hreefewroutes
accessibldy off-road scooterand no information on easier wheelchair routes for less
robust scooters. Despit&ordon attendindots of discussion and site meetings, very little
progress in wheelchair accessibility is being made.

Finde Glen, Dartmooyis an extensive woodland site alongside the river Teign on Dartmoor.
It is a very popular tourist attraction. Road access is very difficult as is car parking. The
Woodland Trust and National Trustave worked jointly to improve wheelchiaaccess. They
have regraded and levelled the riverside path. They have improved wheelchair / Tramper
access on paths fromhe river up the hill to thdron Age Fort andreatedaccess into the

fort. Gordon andSteve Wilsorhaveattendedseveral site viss and met with

Access Campaigning Report 2019 Issue 2 Pagell


https://disabledramblers.co.uk/

2 A I Disabled Ramblers Ltd
4 d Isabled Company registereth EnglandNumber 05030316
ram blers Registered Officer Drury Lane, Hunsdon, Herts. SG1:

. ) https://disabledramblers.co.uk
Registered Charity Number 1103508

representativesvho are helpfulsupportive and keen to improve access within the
limitations of the site. Work here is ongoing.

TheDartmoor Walking Festivalis an annual Dartmoor event organisedMgorland

Guides.In 2019,Gordon andSteve Wilsororganised 8 days of mobility scooter walks as part
of the festival. TheDisabledRamblersincluded the walks as part of tireannual programme.
This was very successful with sometd20 scooters on each walk pltreends, family,

carers andlogs. OsabledRamblersmembers made up a great number of the participants.
This was a success and further walks are planned for 2020. The challenge is to get
information out to local people and get more local people who use mobility scooters
involved.

Gountryside Mobility, based in Exetehave some 60 sites where Tramper scooters can be
hired. Many of these sites are in Devon and Cornwh#re is regular contact between
Gordon Steve Wilsoand @untrysideMobility to discuss access improvements

Rhiannon Robinsonoticed that
the consultation period on the
proposed route of theEngland Coast
Pathwas drawing near for the section
from Aust to Brean DownRhiannon
walkedalmostthe wholestretch,
noting and photographing
obstructions toscooters and
wheelchairs.She then submitted
detailed responses to the tesectors
involved.

Rhiannon is nowvorking closely with théroject Bam fromNatural Englandvho are
leading the worlon the England Coast Path

Rhiannon and John Cuthbertson have met v@thir Horton, head of the DEFRA Access

Team, Neil Constable, Programme Manager of the England Coast Path and Tess Jackson,

bl GdzNF £ 9y 3flyRQa t | NIy SNAEKtitheneeting; BoEnSAe T2 NJ { 2
his presentation which shows some of the rraade barriers we have to overcome

together with photos of our members crossing all sorts of terrain whicmost people

appear to be impossible for mobility scooters. Neil noag a much better understanding of

the capabilities and aspirations of tliksabled and is looking to ensure all his team have this
understanding.

Rhiannonis now helping the team to decide on how best to wayntagkroutes which are
suitablefor wheelchairs and mobility scooters

Rhiannon i« member of theNorth Somerset Local Aces Forum
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